[Medical education in otorhinolaryngology in Germany. Implementation of the new licensing regulations for physicians].
In 2003 new regulations for the licensing of German physicians came into effect. The aim of this study was to survey the present status of realization in German otorhinolaryngology (ORL) university departments. A questionnaire containing 31 items was sent to all German ORL university departments. A total of 31 (86%) ORL departments responded to the questionnaire. Most faculties reacted correctly in the practical realization of the new regulation demands. Regarding the quality of written and practical examinations, some changes have to be considered in order to maintain high quality standards. The demands of the new licensing regulations have not yet been fully implemented. Therefore, medical education must gain importance in the daily clinical routine. Establishment of nationwide learning objectives and resources pooling for written examinations would be helpful.